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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Christ’s Authority Revealed: Light That Confronts and Heals
Theme: The authority of Jesus revealed in word and deed
The season of Epiphany is about revelation—the unveiling of who Jesus truly is. On the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, the Church reflects on Christ’s authority: an authority unlike that of the scribes, rooted not in power or position, but in truth, compassion, and divine presence. Jesus does not merely speak about God; He speaks as God-with-us. His words bring clarity, freedom, and healing.
This Sunday invites us to consider how we respond when Christ’s light exposes what binds us, challenges what we trust, and calls us into deeper obedience.

Key Scripture Readings (Common Lectionary)
Deuteronomy 18:15–20
God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses—one who will speak God’s words faithfully. This promise sets the stage for recognising Jesus as the true and final Word of God.
Psalm 111
A psalm of praise that celebrates the works, faithfulness, and righteousness of the Lord. Wisdom, we are reminded, begins with reverent awe before God.
1 Corinthians 8:1–13
Paul teaches that knowledge alone can become prideful, but love builds up. True authority in Christ is always exercised through love that seeks the good of others.
Mark 1:21–28
Jesus teaches in the synagogue with authority, and even unclean spirits obey Him. The people are astonished—not only by His teaching, but by the power and holiness that accompany it.

Reflection
In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ authority is immediately evident. There are no long credentials listed, no appeals to other teachers. When Jesus speaks, His words carry weight because they are aligned with the very heart of God. His authority is recognised not through domination, but through liberation.
The unclean spirit recognises what others are still learning: Jesus is the Holy One of God. Where Jesus is present, false powers are exposed and cannot remain hidden. This can be unsettling. Epiphany light does not only comfort—it also confronts. Yet what Jesus confronts, He also heals.
For many today, authority is associated with control, misuse, or harm. Jesus redefines authority as the power to restore, to free, and to bring wholeness. His authority invites trust rather than fear, obedience rather than coercion.
Paul’s words to the Corinthians deepen this theme. Knowledge, even theological knowledge, is not the highest good. Love is. Christlike authority is always exercised with sensitivity toward others, especially the vulnerable. Freedom in Christ is never an excuse to cause another to stumble.
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany asks us important questions:
· Where do we recognise Christ’s authority in our lives?
· What voices compete with His truth?
· Are we willing to let His light challenge what is comfortable but unfaithful?

For Today’s World
In a noisy and divided culture, many voices claim authority. Opinions multiply, but wisdom feels scarce. This Sunday reminds us that true wisdom begins with listening to Christ. His voice cuts through confusion—not with shouting, but with clarity.
As individuals and as the Church, we are called to reflect Christ’s authority by living lives shaped by love, humility, and truth. When we speak, serve, and act in His name, it should point not to ourselves, but to the One who sets people free.

Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ,
You speak with an authority that brings light and life.
Where we are bound by fear, free us.
Where we are confused, teach us.
Where we have used knowledge without love, forgive us.
Help us to recognise Your voice above all others,
and to live under Your gentle and healing rule.
May Your light continue to be revealed in us,
for the sake of the world You love.
Amen.

Living the Epiphany Light This Week
· Read Mark 1:21–28 slowly and imagine yourself in the synagogue.
· Reflect on where Christ’s authority is bringing growth or challenge in your life.
· Practice speaking and acting in ways that build others up in love.
“What is this? A new teaching—and with authority!” (Mark 1:27)
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