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Chronological summary of key parables in the Bible
The Sower
Scripture: Matthew 13:3–9, Mark 4:3–9, Luke 8:5–8
Summary: A farmer sows seed on different types of soil. Some seeds are eaten by birds, some wither, some grow among thorns, and some yield a fruitful harvest.
Theme: The reception of God’s word depends on the condition of one’s heart.

The Wheat and the Weeds (Tares)
Scripture: Matthew 13:24–30
Summary: A man sows good seed in his field, but an enemy sows weeds among the wheat. Both grow together until harvest, when the weeds are separated and burned.
Theme: Good and evil coexist until God’s final judgment.

The Mustard Seed
Scripture: Matthew 13:31–32, Mark 4:30–32, Luke 13:18–19
Summary: The kingdom of God starts small like a mustard seed but grows into something large and sheltering.
Theme: God’s kingdom may start small but will expand greatly.

The Leaven
Scripture: Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20–21
Summary: A woman mixes leaven into flour, which spreads throughout the dough.
Theme: God’s kingdom works quietly but powerfully to transform the world.

The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price
Scripture: Matthew 13:44–46
Summary: A man finds treasure hidden in a field and sells all he has to buy it; a merchant finds a pearl and does the same.
Theme: The kingdom of God is worth sacrificing everything to attain.

The Dragnet
Scripture: Matthew 13:47–50
Summary: Fishermen catch fish of every kind; good fish are kept, bad are thrown away.
Theme: God’s judgment will separate the righteous from the wicked.

The Good Samaritan
Scripture: Luke 10:25–37
Summary: A man is beaten and left for dead; a priest and Levite pass by, but a Samaritan helps him.
Theme: True love and neighborliness cross social and cultural boundaries.

The Rich FoolScripture: Luke 12:16–21
Summary: A rich man hoards wealth but dies unexpectedly.
Theme: Life is more than material wealth; one should be rich toward God.

The Lost Sheep
Scripture: Matthew 18:12–14, Luke 15:3–7
Summary: A shepherd leaves 99 sheep to find one that is lost.
Theme: God values every individual and seeks the lost.

The Lost Coin
Scripture: Luke 15:8–10
Summary: A woman searches carefully for one lost coin and rejoices when she finds it.
Theme: God rejoices over every sinner who repents.

The Prodigal Son (Lost Son)
Scripture: Luke 15:11–32
Summary: A son wastes his inheritance but returns home to a loving father.
Theme: God’s grace is abundant, forgiving, and welcoming.

The Unforgiving Servant
Scripture: Matthew 18:23–35
Summary: A servant is forgiven a huge debt but refuses to forgive a small debt owed to him.
Theme: Forgiveness must be extended as God forgives us.

The Workers in the Vineyard
Scripture: Matthew 20:1–16
Summary: Laborers hired at different times all receive the same wage.
Theme: God’s grace is given generously, not by human standards of fairness.

The Ten Minas (or Pounds)
Scripture: Luke 19:11–27
Summary: Servants are entrusted with money; some invest and multiply, others do not.
Theme: Faithful stewardship of what God gives is rewarded.

The Two Sons
Scripture: Matthew 21:28–32
Summary: One son initially refuses his father’s request but later obeys; the other agrees but does not follow through.
Theme: God values action and repentance over empty words.

The Ten Virgins
Scripture: Matthew 25:1–13
Summary: Ten virgins await the bridegroom; only the prepared ones enter the wedding feast.
Theme: Be spiritually vigilant and prepared for Christ’s return.

The Sheep and the Goats
Scripture: Matthew 25:31–46
Summary: At the final judgment, the righteous are separated from the wicked based on acts of kindness.
Theme: True faith expresses itself in love and service.
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