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Chronological list of key women in the Bible
From Eve to Mary Magdalene, Scripture consistently shows that God works through women of every background—Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, powerful and overlooked—to accomplish His redemptive purposes.
Old Testament
Eve
· Scripture: Genesis 2–4
· Summary: The first woman, created by God as Adam’s partner. Mother of all living; through her story we see both the fall and the promise of redemption (Genesis 3:15).
Sarai / Sarah
· Scripture: Genesis 11–23
· Summary: Wife of Abraham and mother of Isaac. Initially barren, she becomes a testimony to God’s covenant faithfulness and miraculous promise.
Hagar
· Scripture: Genesis 16; 21
· Summary: Sarah’s servant and mother of Ishmael. God sees her suffering and reveals Himself as the God who sees the outcast.
Rebekah
· Scripture: Genesis 24–27
· Summary: Wife of Isaac and mother of Jacob and Esau. Plays a pivotal role in the continuation of God’s covenant line.

Leah
· Scripture: Genesis 29–35
· Summary: Jacob’s first wife. Though unloved, God sees her and blesses her with sons, including Judah—the royal and messianic line.
Rachel
· Scripture: Genesis 29–35
· Summary: Jacob’s beloved wife and mother of Joseph and Benjamin. Her story reflects longing, rivalry, and God’s purposes beyond human desire.
Tamar
· Scripture: Genesis 38
· Summary: A wronged widow who acts courageously to preserve justice and lineage; included in the genealogy of Jesus.
Miriam
· Scripture: Exodus 2; 15; Numbers 12
· Summary: Sister of Moses and Aaron; a prophetess who leads Israel in worship after the Red Sea crossing.
Jochebed
· Scripture: Exodus 2; 6:20
· Summary: Mother of Moses. Her faith and courage preserve the future deliverer of Israel.
Zipporah
· Scripture: Exodus 2; 4:24–26
· Summary: Wife of Moses; plays a crucial role in a moment of divine crisis through obedience.
Rahab
· Scripture: Joshua 2; 6
· Summary: A Canaanite woman who protects Israelite spies. Her faith leads to salvation and inclusion in Jesus’ lineage.
Deborah
· Scripture: Judges 4–5
· Summary: Prophetess, judge, and leader of Israel. Models wisdom, courage, and trust in God during national crisis.

Jael
· Scripture: Judges 4–5
· Summary: Delivers Israel by defeating Sisera. A surprising instrument of God’s victory.
Ruth
· Scripture: Book of Ruth
· Summary: A Moabite widow whose loyalty, faith, and humility lead her into God’s covenant people and the ancestry of David and Christ.
Naomi
· Scripture: Book of Ruth
· Summary: Ruth’s mother-in-law. Her journey from bitterness to restoration highlights God’s redeeming providence.
Hannah
· Scripture: 1 Samuel 1–2
· Summary: A barren woman whose prayer and faith lead to the birth of Samuel. A model of prayerful trust and worship.
Michal
· Scripture: 1 Samuel 18–2 Samuel 6
· Summary: Daughter of Saul and wife of David. Her story reflects tension between spiritual devotion and pride.
Abigail
· Scripture: 1 Samuel 25
· Summary: Wise and discerning woman who prevents bloodshed through humility and courage; later becomes David’s wife.
Bathsheba
· Scripture: 2 Samuel 11–12; 1 Kings 1–2
· Summary: Wife of David and mother of Solomon. Her story moves from tragedy to influence in God’s redemptive plan.
Esther
· Scripture: Book of Esther
· Summary: Jewish queen of Persia who risks her life to save her people. A picture of courage, wisdom, and divine providence.
Vashti
· Scripture: Esther 1
· Summary: Queen who refuses to be exploited; her actions set the stage for Esther’s rise.
Job’s Wife
· Scripture: Job 2
· Summary: A woman in deep grief; her story reflects the raw struggle of faith under suffering.

New Testament
Mary (Mother of Jesus)
· Scripture: Matthew 1–2; Luke 1–2; John 19
· Summary: Chosen to bear the Messiah. A model of humble obedience and faith in God’s word.
Elizabeth
· Scripture: Luke 1
· Summary: Mother of John the Baptist. Her miraculous pregnancy affirms God’s timing and faithfulness.
Anna
· Scripture: Luke 2:36–38
· Summary: Prophetess who recognizes the infant Jesus as the Redeemer while worshipping in the temple.
The Samaritan Woman
· Scripture: John 4
· Summary: Encounters Jesus at the well; becomes a witness to her town after experiencing living water.
Mary of Bethany
· Scripture: Luke 10; John 11–12
· Summary: A devoted disciple who listens at Jesus’ feet and anoints Him in worship.
Martha
· Scripture: Luke 10; John 11
· Summary: Sister of Mary and Lazarus. Learns trust and faith in Jesus as the resurrection and the life.


Mary Magdalene
· Scripture: Matthew 27–28; John 20
· Summary: Delivered by Jesus and becomes the first witness to the resurrection.
The Woman with the Issue of Blood
· Scripture: Mark 5; Luke 8
· Summary: Healed by faith after years of suffering, showing Jesus’ compassion and power.
The Syrophoenician Woman
· Scripture: Mark 7; Matthew 15
· Summary: A Gentile woman whose persistent faith leads to her daughter’s healing.
Priscilla
· Scripture: Acts 18; Romans 16
· Summary: A teacher and missionary partner with her husband Aquila; helps instruct Apollos in truth.
Phoebe
· Scripture: Romans 16
· Summary: A deacon and benefactor of the church; trusted by Paul to deliver his letter to Rome.
Lydia
· Scripture: Acts 16
· Summary: A businesswoman and the first recorded convert in Europe; opens her home to the early church.
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