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A Simple Guide to Copyright
Understanding Copyright for Churches and Ministries in the UK
As churches increasingly share content online—whether through livestreams, websites, social media, or printed materials—it’s more important than ever to understand copyright law and how it affects your ministry.
As Christians, we are called not only to proclaim truth but also to walk with integrity. That includes respecting the creative work of others.
"So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them..." — Matthew 7:12 (ESV)
This guide provides a simple, practical overview to help churches and Christian organisations stay on the right side of UK copyright law while continuing to share the Gospel boldly and clearly.

What Is Copyright?
Copyright is a legal right that protects original works such as:
· Songs, hymns, and worship music
· Sermons, books, and articles
· Photographs, videos, and artwork
· PowerPoint presentations and designs
· Bible translations (yes, even those!)
In the UK, copyright protection is automatic. Once a work is created and fixed in a form (written, recorded, etc.), it is protected—whether or not it’s marked with a copyright symbol.
Copyright generally lasts:
· 70 years after the death of the creator for literary, dramatic, musical, and artistic works
· 50 years for sound recordings from the date of publication

Why Does Copyright Matter for Churches?
We often use creative materials in church life—lyrics on screens, videos in sermons, images on websites, PDFs in emails, etc. While our intentions are usually good, using these without proper permission can lead to legal consequences and undermine our witness.
More importantly, respecting copyright honours the God-given creativity of others and ensures that artists, authors, and musicians are fairly credited and compensated.
"Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others." — Philippians 2:4

Common Copyright Issues in Churches
Here are a few areas where churches often get caught out:
🎵 Worship Lyrics & Music
· Projecting or streaming lyrics requires a CCLI Church Copyright Licence.
· Streaming live worship online requires a CCLI Streaming Licence.
· Playing recorded music in public spaces requires a PPL PRS for Music Church Licence.
📹 Sermons and Livestreams
· Quoting music, videos, or images within a livestream may require extra permission—even if it's part of a worship service.
· Background music in videos (even softly playing) may infringe copyright if not licensed.
📷 Images and Graphics
· Just because it’s on Google doesn't mean it’s free to use. Always check the usage rights.
· Use royalty-free sites like Unsplash, Pixabay, or Pexels, or subscribe to a church media service.
📖 Bible Versions
· Not all Bible translations are public domain.
· For example:
· The King James Version (KJV) is public domain in most countries.
· The NIV and ESV are copyrighted and require permission for extensive use in print or online.

How to Stay Legal and Ethical
Here are some practical tips for navigating copyright in your church:
✅ Get the Right Licences
· CCLI Church Licence – for reproducing song lyrics, making copies, etc.
· CCLI Streaming Licence – for livestreaming music performances.
· PPL PRS for Music – for playing recorded music at events or in church buildings.
You can check your licence status or purchase a licence at:
👉 www.ccli.co.uk
✅ Use Licensed or Royalty-Free Content
· Use websites that offer content under Creative Commons or royalty-free licences.
· Examples: Lightstock, Church Motion Graphics, Envato Elements, Free Bible Images (with attribution).
✅ Ask for Permission
When in doubt, ask the creator or publisher for permission—many are happy to support churches, especially when approached respectfully.
✅ Give Credit Where It’s Due
If you use someone’s image, quote, or resource, credit them. It’s not just legally wise—it’s biblically right.
"Render to all what is due them... honour to whom honour is due." — Romans 13:7

What About Fair Use?
The UK’s version of "fair use" is called “fair dealing.” It’s much narrower than in other countries like the USA.
Fair dealing may apply if:
· The use is for criticism, review, or quotation (with attribution)
· The work is used for teaching or research
· The amount used is reasonable and proportionate
But this does not cover streaming worship music, using images in newsletters, or playing background music in videos. Always seek permission or use licensed content.

Biblical Integrity in the Digital World
It can be tempting to think: “We’re doing this for God, surely it’s okay.”
But being a church doesn’t exempt us from the law—or from doing what is right.
Our use of creative materials should reflect our Christian integrity, not compromise it. When we honour others’ work, we model Christlike respect and generosity.
"Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men." — Colossians 3:23

Helpful Links and Resources
· CCLI UK – Church Licensing
· PPL PRS – Music Licences for Churches
· Free Bible Images
· Unsplash – Free Photos
· Bible Copyright Permissions (Various Translations)

Final Thoughts
Copyright doesn’t have to be confusing or restrictive. With a little knowledge and the right tools, your church can create, share, and minister confidently, knowing you’re honouring God and others in the process.
If you're ever unsure, seek advice, talk to a licensing body, or consult someone familiar with digital media and legal use in ministry.
Let us be a people known not just for truth in our message, but also for honour in our methods.



Always check for updated laws and please remember this is for the UK, other countries might differ.
Disclaimer
Please be aware that it is the responsibility of everyone to ensure their device is protected with up-to-date antivirus software. Any links shared by Christian Life Today are accessed at your own discretion and risk.
Christian Life Today does not receive any financial benefit from these links—they are shared purely for informational and supportive purposes. This platform exists solely for sharing content.
Where applicable, please ensure the correct copyright is attributed to the original owner of any material used or referenced.

© This website is subject to copyright and belongs to Christian Life Today. Start date of the copyright is as follows December 2023 up to present day. If you would like to reuse any of the materials, please contact first via the contact page, thank you.
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